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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1951. 

SECTION  1 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  year  1951  revealed  a  further  small  fall  in  the  birth  rate.  There  were 
157  births  referable  to  the  district  compared  to  170  in  1950  and  182  in  1949. 
The  post-war  rise  in  the  birth-rate  may  now  be  regarded  as  over  and  only 
minor  variations  may  be  expected  in  future.  The  birth-rate  at  13.7  per  1,000 
population  is  lower  than  in  any  previous  year  since  the  war.  It  is  also  lower 
than  the  figures  for  the  aggregate  of  Urban  Districts,  the  Administrative 
County  of  the  West  Hiding,  and  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths 

There  were  161  deaths  referable  to  the  Otley  Urban  District  during  1951. 
This  is  almost  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year  when  160  deaths  were  recorded. 
The  principal  causes  of  death  account  for  nearly  the  same  numbers  as  in  1950. 
There  is  a  small  decline  in  deaths  from  cancer  and  a  slight  advance  in  the  high 
figure  for  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  mainly  accounted  for 
by  a  rise  in  the  figure  for  coronary  disease.  The  crude  death  rate  was  slightly 
higher  than  in  1950  being  14.1  compared  to  13.9  per  1,000  population  ;  but 
when  the  death  rate  is  adjusted  in  accordance  with  the  age  constitution  of 
the  population  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  12.8,  which  is  the  same  as  last  year. 
This  adjusted  death  rate  is  lower  than  the  rates  for  the  aggregate  of  Urban 
Districts  and  for  the  Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding  ;  but  slightly 
higher  than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

Stillbirths 

During  1951  6  stillbirths  were  recorded.  This  is  twice  as  many  as  in 
1950  and  brings  the  stillbirth  rate  up  to  37  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 

Infant  Mortality 

One  female  infant  under  the  age  of  1  year  died  during  1951.  During  the 
previous  two  years  no  infant  deaths  were  recorded.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  of  6.4  per  1,000  live  births  is  low  and  compares  very  favourably  with 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  and  with  England  anti  Wales.  This  continued 
low  infant  mortality  rate  indicates  a  high  standard  of  infant  care. 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  acres 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  85 

06 

151 

Illegitimate  ... 

.  3  ... 

3 

6 

Total 

.  88 

69 

157 

Crude  Rato  per 

1,000  Estimated  Population  13.7 

= 

Adjusted,,  ,,  „  ,,  ,,  13.7 

9 


11.430 
4.016 
£73,993 
£283 


Stillbirths : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  ... 

... 

- 

- 

Total 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  per  1,000  livo  and  stillbirths — 37. 

Deaths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

82 

79 

Kil 

Crude  corrected  death  rate  all  causes  per  1,000  Estimated 

Population 

141 

Adjusted  death  rate  all  causes  per  1.000  Estimated  Population 

12.8 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0-17 

Death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  all  forms 
Death  rate  from  Respiratory  Diseases 

excluding 

Tuberculosis 

0-17 

and  including  Influenza 

1-49 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

1  -31 

Death  rate  from  Heart  and  Circulatory 

Diseases 

. 

7-35 

Infant  Mortality  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

...  — 

— 

— 

Total 

... 

1 

1 

Death  rate  of  Infants  per  1.000  live  births — 6-4. 

Causes  of  Death  : 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

2 

4 

..  ,,  Breast 

- 

o 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  4 

5 

9 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

ii 

13 

24 

Coronary  Disease — Angina  ... 

15 

5 

20 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Other  Heart  Disease... 

18 

34 

52 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

1 

i 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

i 

3 

Bronchitis 

7 

3 

10 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

- 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

i 

- 

i 

Gastritis.  Enteritis,  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

i 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

- 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

4 

5 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

Suicide 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . . 

i 

i 

All  Causes 

82 

79 

101 

3 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE 


Otley 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate  of 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

England 

and 

W  ales 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1 ,000  Estimated 
Population  : 

Crude  corrected  rate 

13-7 

15-6 

15-8 

1  5-5 

Adjusted  Rate 

1.3-7 

15-9 

10-1 

15-5 

Death  Rate 

All  per  1,000  Estimated 
Population  : 

Crude  corrected  rate 
All  causes  ... 

141 

13-5 

J  2-7 

12-5 

Adjusted  rate.  All 
causes 

12-8 

13-0 

13-2 

12-5 

Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis  but  in¬ 
cluding  Syphilis  and 
other  Venereal 

Diseases) 

Nil 

Oil 

010 

T 

Tuberculosis  of  Res¬ 
piratory  System 

0-17 

0-24 

0-24 

0-28 

Other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

Nil 

0-04 

0  04 

0-04 

*Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  Tuber¬ 

culosis  of  the  Res¬ 
piratory  system)  ... 

1  -49 

1-90 

1-81 

Cancer 

1-31 

1-89 

1-80 

1-96 

Heart  and  Circula¬ 
tory  Diseases 

7-35 

5-10 

4-72 

t 

Infant  Mortality 

6-4 

30-8 

31-8 

29-6 

Maternal  Mortality  ... 

Nil 

0-81 

0-93 

0-79 

*  including  influenza, 
f  Figures  not  available. 


SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

During  the  year  1951  liaison  between  the  three  parts  of  the  Nationa 
Health  Service  has  been  under  consideration  and  the  need  for  a  closer  link 
up  lias  become  more  clearly  recognised.  Locally  the  Otley  Health  Committee 
raised  the  matter  with  the  Ilkley  and  Otley  Hospital  Management  Committee 
and  as  a  result  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  was  invited  to  discuss  with  their 
Medical  Advisory  Committee,  the  possibility  of  closer  relations  between  hos¬ 
pital  and  health  services.  Towards  the  end  ■of  the  year  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  was  invited  to  become  a  co-opted  member  of  the  Medical  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Middleton  and  Grassington  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Staff 

The  position  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  has  remained  unchanged 
and  he  has  continued  to  administer  the  Health  Services  provided  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  under  Part  Ill  of  the  National  Health  Act  in 
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addition  to  his  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Otlev  and  Ilkley 
Urban  District  Councils  and  the  YVharfedale  Rural  District  Council.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  remained  single-handed  during  the  year  ;  but  the 
Health  Committee  has  investigated  very  fully  the  duties  and  routine  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Council  has  agreed  in  principle  that  an  additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  shall  bo  appointed. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  service  has  continued  to  bo  administered  from  the  control  dopot 
at  Birkenshaw,  Bradford,  and  the  local  depot  at  Guiseley.  This  fine  service 
with  its  up-to-date  ambulances  has  functioned  very  satisfactorily  during 
the  year  and  no  complaints  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

Laboratory  Service 

Chemical  analyses  have  continued  to  be  sent  to  Messrs.  Richardson  and 
Jaffe,  Public  Analysts,  Bradford.  Bacteriological  examinations  and  other 
tests  of  milk,  water,  and  ice  cream,  as  well  as  specimens  for  investigation 
may  now  be  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Bradford  and  Harrogate 
as  well  as  the  Laboratory  at  Wakefield. 

Hospitals  and  Maternity  cases 

The  developments  at  the  General  Hospital,  Otley  and  the  increased  out¬ 
patient  facilities  have  enabled  patients  to  be  treated  locally  who  had  previously 
to  be  referred  to  Leeds  or  Bradford.  This  is  a  great  convenience  to  both 
doctors  and  patients. 

The  smaller  number  of  infectious  cases  who  have  needed  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  during  the  year  has  usually  gone  to  Seacroft  Hospital,  Leeds,  although 
patients  can  also  be  sent  to  the  Fever  Hospital,  Leeds  Road,  Bradford,  and 
the  Harrogate,  Knaresborough  anil  Wetherby  Joint  Isolation  Hopsital, 
Ivnaresborough . 

.Most  of  the  hospital  confinements  of  Otley  mothers  have  taken  place  at 
the  General  Hospital.  Otley,  but  a  few  have  gone  to  Four  Gables,  Horsforth, 
or  St.  Winifred’s  Maternity  Home,  Ilkley.  Abnormal  midwifery  goes  to 
the  Maternity  Hospital,  Hyde  Terrace,  Leeds. 

Midwifery 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  encountered  during  the  year  in  arranging 
for  domiciliary  midwifery.  The  Otley  midwife  was  put  off  duty  on  health 
grounds  in  June  and  was  unable  to  resume  duty.  During  the  first  half  of  the 
year  the  number  of  home  confinements  throughout  the  divisional  area  had 
fallen  to  an  extent  which  made  it  unjustifiable  to  engage  a  full-time  mid-wife 
to  replace  her.  For  the  second  half  of  the  year  domiciliary  midwifery  in 
Otley  was  successfully  carried  on  by  the  Ilkley  midwife  with  the  assistance  of 
the  relief  district  nurse  midwife.  At  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were 
made  for  all  home  confinements  south  of  the  river  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  mid¬ 
wife  from  Guiseley  while  the  Ilkley  midwife  has  continued  to  take  the  cases 
north  of  the  river. 

In  spite  of  the  vicissitudes  of  the  year  the  figure  for  home  confinements 
shows  little  change.  This  speaks  highly  for  the  excellent  work  of  Miss  Wat¬ 
son  whose  district  is  really  Ilkley  and  who  has  willingly  taken  on  this  extra 
work. 

1951  1950  1949 

(a)  Otley  cases  attended  ...  ...  43  ...  44  ...  42 

(b)  Visits  paid  by  midwives  ...  738  ...  842  ...  834 

Medical  aid  notices  requesting  the  assistance  of  the  family  doctor  were 
issued  in  23  cases.  Gas  and  air  analgesia  was  administered  in  14  confinements. 


Home  Nursing 

No  change  in  personnel  occurred  in  Otley  during  the  year. 

Home  Nursing  Visits  Paid  1951  1950  1949 

By  the  Otley  Nurses...  4,132  ...  4,810  ...  4,638 

The  nurses  attended  313  Otley  patients  and  21  persons  resident  in  the 
Wharfedale  Rural  District.  While  the  nurse  at  Menston  was  off  duty  owing 
to  illness  they  paid  117  visits  to  patients  in  that  area.  The  decline  in  the 
number  of  visits  during  1951  is  mainly  due  to  the  increased  use  of  penicillin 
preparations  which  need  only  be  injected  once  daily  instead  of  2  or  3  times 
daily. 

Antenatal  Care 

The  antenatal  clinic  at  Otley  has  been  well  supported  during  the  year. 
A  number  of  the  women  attending  the  clinic  are  also  receiving  antenatal 
supervision  from  both  hospital  and  their  own  doctor.  Greater  emphasis 
is  being  placed  on  giving  advice  and  instruction  to  mothers  in  order  to  prepare 
them  for  their  confinement  and  for  the  care  of  the  baby. 


Otley  Ante-natal  Clinic 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Number  of  women  attended  during 
the  year 

71 

60 

61 

Total  number  of  attendances 

193 

219 

190 

The  clinic  for  the  ante-natal  exercises  has  become  increasingly  popular 
and  it  is  a  means  of  conveying  useful  instruction  as  well  as  the  ante-natal 
exercises.  The  results  have  been  most  encouraging  and  several  women  who 
had  arranged  to  have  gas  and  air  analgesia  have  not  required  it. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

The  Otley  Child  Welfare  Centre  has  been  busily  employed  throughout 
the  year  with  regular  clinics  for  infants  and  toddlers  ;  minor  ailment  clinics, 
remedial  exercise  classes,  dental  and  eye  clinics  for  school  children,  and  ante¬ 
natal  clinics  and  ante-natal  exercise  classes.  Indeed,  in  the  eight  colder 
months  of  the  year  when  ultra  violet  light  clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  or 
when  school  medical  inspections  are  being  held,  the  centre  becomes 
uncomfortably  congested. 

Attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Number  of  children  attending  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Total  attendances — (a)  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  2,324 

( b )  over  one  year  ...  ...  ...  1,616 

Health  Visitors 

A  number  of  changes  of  staff  have  occurred  during  the  year.  A  part- 
time  health  visitor  was  replaced  on  1st  July  by  two  full-time  health  visitors. 
The  establishment  for  the  district  was  therefore  21  in  the  first  half  of  the  year 
and  4  in  the  second  half.  One  of  these  devoted  half  her  time  to  visiting  in 
the  Wharfedale  Rural  District. 

This  increase  of  staff  has  enabled  a  start  to  be  made  in  ascertaining 
the  needs  of  old  people.  It  is  not  intended  that  health  visitors  should  under¬ 
take  routine  visiting  of  the  aged  ;  but  where  it  is  considered  that  visiting  is 
needed  and  would  be  welcome,  the  secretary  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  is  informed.  Co-operation  with  the  Committee  has  been  most 
helpful. 

Expectant  Children  under  Children  over  Other 

Health  Visiting  M others  one  year  one  year  Cases 

First  visits  ...  36  ...  140  ...  19  ...  65 

Total  Visits  ...  81  ...  967  ...  1,214  ...  242 
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Day  Nurseries 

The  external  re-decoration  of  the  nursery  was  undertaken  during  the 
year  and  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  the  internal  alterations  necessary  to 
bring  it  up  to  t  lie  standard  of  other  nurseries  in  the  West  Riding.  This  work 
had  not  been  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  improvements  will  also 
include  the  laying  of  turf  around  the  nursery. 

During  the  year  the  nursery  has  been  overfull  at  the  2-5  end  but  not 
so  full  in  the  0-2  section. 


Day  Nursery 

No. 

Pla 

Appr 

of 

ces 

ovecl 

No.  of  children 

on  register  at 
31st  Dec.,  1951 

Average  daily 

attendance 
during  year 

Approved 

for 

training 

Otley 

Day  Nursery 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

No 

12 

28 

5 

32 

6 

23 

No.  of  Staff  at  31st  December.  1951. 


Day  Nursery 

Nursing 

Domestic  Staff 

Matron 

Deputy 

Warden 

Students 

Others 

Otley 

Day  Nursery 

1 

1 

- 

6 

3  Full-time 

1  Part-time 

Total  days  open  during  year  250. 

Home  Helps 


During  1951  the  Home  Help  service  has  worked  very  satisfactorily.  The 
establishment  for  the  whole  of  the  division  is  the  equivalent  of  10  full-time 
Home  Helps  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  meet  all  demands.  There  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  old  persons  receiving  home  help  and  these  are 
usually  cases  extending  over  months.  At  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  de¬ 
crease  in  home  help  for  confinements  which  are  short  term  cases. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  28  women  were  employed  part-time  as  home  helps 
and  of  these  14  were  Otley  residents  ;  a  lower  proportion  than  in  previous 
years. 

Number  of  Cases  provided  with  Home  Help  during  the  year. 

Illness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Lying-in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Aged  .  37 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


70 

Immunization  and  Vaccination 

The  figures  for  vaccination  and  immunization  are  on  the  whole  very 
satisfactory  and  suggest  that  Otley  children  are  very  well  protected  against 
diphtheria  but  less  well  against  small-pox.  Even  the  vaccination  figures  are 
encouraging  in  view  of  the  prejudice  which  used  to  exist  in  the  town  against 
vaccination. 

Number  of  primary  immunizations  carried  out  during  the  year  148 

Number  of  refresher  doses  given  during  the  year  ...  ...  69 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  y'ear  96 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  ...  23 
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School  Health  Service 

Regular  school  medical  inspections  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  during  the  school  terms.  A  total  of  632  Otley  children 
were  examined  and  of  these  126  had  defects  requiring  treatment  although  they 
were  often  not  of  a  serious  nature.  In  only  two  cases  was  the  nutritional 
condition  reported  to  be  poor. 

Medical  Inspections  in  Schools 


Entrants 

2nd  Age 

Group 

3rd  Age 

Group 

Other 

Periodic 

Inspections 

Special 

exams 

Re- 

exams. 

Total  number  in¬ 
spected  . 

222 

164 

137 

48 

7 

54 

Defects  found  :- 
(a)  requiring  treat¬ 
ment 

57 

34 

16 

5 

7 

7 

(b)  to  be  kept  under 
observation 

18 

3 

o 

i 

12 

Nutritional  state  :- 
A.  Good  . 

171 

136 

118 

44 

3 

41 

B.  Fair  . 

49 

28 

19 

4 

4 

13 

C.  Poor  . 

2 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  Autumn  Term,  school  lectures  by  a  Health 
Visitor  on  hygiene  and  mothercraft  have  been  given  weekly  to  the  senior  girls 
at  the  Otley  Modern  School.  This  should  be  a  subject  taught  to  all  senior  girls. 
It  has  proved  a  successful  experiment. 

Postmortem  Arrangements 

Postmortem  facilities  in  Otley  have  been  considered  by  doctors  carrying 
out  postmortems  to  be  below  accepted  present-day  standards.  Negotiations 
have  been  opened  with  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  to  obtain  the  use 
of  the  up-to-date  mortuary  facilities  at  the  Otley  General  Hospital.  The 
negotiations  had  made  good  progress. 

SECTION  III 

HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

The  health  of  the  Otley  district  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year  1951 
in  spite  of  a  sharp  epidemic  of  measles  among  young  children  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year. 

A  cold  wet  summer  again  provided  an  ample  water  supply.  No  major 
alterations  to  water  supply  arrangements  have  been  made  anil  all  houses  in  the 
district  with  an  accessible  water  supply  have  been  connected.  The  quality  of 
the  water  has  been  good  and  all  tests  were  satisfactory. 

The  plan  for  sewerage  improvements  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Wharfe  has 
been  the  subject  of  negotiations  throughout  the  year.  Work  on  the  scheme  to 
extend  the  sewer  up  Bradford  Road  was  commenced  and  nearly  completed  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Once  again  the  year’s  housing  record  has  been  most  disappointing.  Only 
22  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  The  figures  for  the  last  four 
years  are  as  follows  :- 

1948  Houses  completed — 50  permanent,  50  pre -fabricated. 

1949  „  „  56 

1950  „  „  24 

1951  99 
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As  I  emphasised  in  my  report  for  1950,  the  provision  of  adequate  housing 
is  an  essential  prerequisite  to  an  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the 
community.  Xo  advancement  in  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  people  of 
Otley  can  be  achieved  while  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  is 
unsatisfactorily  housed  and  while  the  houses  in  which  many  of  the  people  live 
steadily  deteriorate  year  by  year.  The  fact  must  be  faced  that  the  rate  of  new 
building  is  not  keeping  pace  with  tho  rate  of  deterioration  of  old  property. 
The  plans  for  building  on  t  he  nort  h  bank  of  t  he  river,  if  pursued  with  speed  and 
vigour,  may  improve  the  figures  for  new  building  ;  but  measures  to  check  the 
deterioration  of  old  property  would  appear  to  be  a  wise  corollary  to  t  he  new 
building  programme.  The  problem  is  not  peculiar  to  Otley  and  some  district 
Councils  have  tackled  it  by  making  use  of  powers  given  in  the  Housing  Act, 
1949,  enabling  councils  to  make  improvement  grants  to  property  owners  who 
are  willing  to  carry  out  improvements  and  renovation  of  buildings.  A  com¬ 
bination  of  methods  would  seem  to  offer  the  only  hope  of  an  early  solution  of 
the  housing  problem. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  the  Otley  Urban  District  Council  decided 
during  the  year  that  the  work  of  environmental  hygiene  in  the  town  was  more 
than  one  Sanitary  Inspector  could  deal  with  effectively.  An  additional 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  to  be  appointed  in  1952  and  this  will  enable  several 
important  matters  to  receive  closer  attention.  Among  the  foremost  of  these  is 
food  hygiene  ;  a  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  a  town  which  is  very 
popular  with  summer  visitors. 


SECTION  IV 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A  total  of  404  notifications  of  infectious  disease  was  received  in  1951- 
Tliis  is  nearly  double  the  1950  figure  of  204.  More  than  half  these  eases  were 
reported  during  the  months  of  February  and  March,  when  a  severe  measles 
epidemic  was  rife  in  Otley  and  in  many  other  parts  of  the  West  Riding.  The 
only  other  disease  showing  a  noteworthy  increase  was  dysentery. 

Measles 

The  measles  epidemic  reached  Otley  in  the  latter  part  of  January,  about 
two  months  after  the  disease  became  prevalent  in  llkley.  It  rose  rapidly  to  a 
high  level  in  February  and  continued  so  during  March,  to  fade  away  gradually 
in  April.  A  total  of  262  cases  was  recorded  during  the  year.  As  is  usual  in 
such  epidemics  the  disease  was  almost  confined  to  children  under  10  years  of 
age,  although  the  number  in  the  5-10  group  was  perhaps  higher  than  usual.  In 
neighbouring  areas  the  measles  epidemic  was  followed  by  a  considerable 
incidence  of  whooping  cough  often  in  cases  convalescing  from  measles.  This 
fortunately  did  not  occur  in  Otley. 

Whooping  Cough 

Fifty-two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  reported  in  1951  compared  to  9S 
in  1950.  They  were  almost  all  among  children  below  the  age  of  10  years.  It  is 
disappointing  that  immunization  against  whooping  cough  has  not  yet 
materialized.  Plans  to  introduce  whooping  cough  immunization  had  reached 
an  advanced  stage  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  it  will  be 
started  in  1952. 

Dysentery 

Twenty  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  have  been  not  ified  during  1951.  Eight 
of  these  were  reported  in  January,  1951,  and  were  associated  with  an  epidemic 
which  was  widespread  over  the  North  of  England.  The  remainder  were 
sporadic  cases  spread  over  the  spring  and  summer  months.  Usually  this  is  a 
mild  disease  and  can  only  be  diagnosed  with  certainty  by  laboratory  investiga- 
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tion.  One  case  involved  a  person  not  normally  resident  in  the  district.  This 
was  the  case  of  a  newly-born  child,  infected  by  its  mother  who  developed  the 
disease  during  her  confinement.  Mother  and  child  were  admitted  to  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  where  the  child  died  three  days  after  birth. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Eight  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  ;  seven  occurred  in  hospital 
and  one  was  a  domiciliary  case.  One  of  the  hospital  cases  proved  to  be 
influenza.  The  figure  for  1951  is  higher  than  in  1950  when  only  one  case 
was  reported. 

Food  Poisoning 

Twenty  cases  were  notified  in  the  district  in  1951  compared  to  28  in  1950- 
Most  of  these  were  very  mild  cases  of  diarrhoea  and  in  no  case  was  it  possible 
to  trace  the  cause. 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  was  reported.  The  patient  was  resident  in 
another  district  and  was  in  the  General  Hospital,  Otley.  He  was  transferred 
to  an  infectious  hospital  where  eventually  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  and 
was  changed  to  Bornholm  Disease. 

Poliomyelitis 

Only  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  reported,  compared  to  four  in  the 
previous  year.  This  was  a  mild  case  which  recovered  fully. 
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MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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TABLE  SHOWENG  CASES  OF  ENFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Polio¬ 

myelitis 

h 

1 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1  1  1  -  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

.  rs  73 

£  2  o 

Ph 

1 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

£  &J 

- 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  -  1  1  1  1 

-H 

M'S  -2 

pH 

>-< 

1  1  1  1  -  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

— 

?  ol 

^  O  £ 

s 

rl 

—1  1  1  I  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

— 

lr".  hH 

£ 

Ph 

GO 

1 

r-H 

1 

i 

1 

T-i 

1 

1 

Ol 

1 

’■t  1  1 

X 

o 

o 

3 

-22 

b£) 

o 

• 

Ol 

1— I 

1 

1 

r— 1 

1 

01 

1 

1 

1 

s>3  —  1 

Ol 

Ph 

, 

s 

Ph 

GO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

'CO 

1 

1  1  1 

0 

03 

y 

0 

1  E 

0 

Ph 

r ■> 

• 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  1  1 

i 

Ph 

& 

0 

g 

Ph 

O 

1 

1 

1 

rt 

- 

- 

-< 

1 

P3  |  | 

35 

P 

O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(N 

*-0  1-0  1 

-t- 

§ 

— -I 

. 

Ph 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

, 

1 

"+ 

Ol 

— H  |  t — ( 

o: 

0 

►>-. 

C/J 

0 

-0 

§ 

o 

1—1 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

<N  1  1 

- 

0 

Ph 

02 

1 

1 

1 

- 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1  1  1 

03 

s 

> 

0 

0 

C/2 

kH 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

Ol 

1 

1 

1 

1 

!  1  1 

n 

o’ 

b£ 

"5b 

Ph 

l> 

-1 

« 

CO 

CO 

Ol 

1 

1 

1 

1 

^  1  1 

1" 

O 

£ 

pi 

o 

O 

ic 

r_ 

10 

CO 

CO 

p, 

1 

1 

1 

1  1  Ol 

1-0 

K" 

S 

CO 

CO 

0 

-+ 

I> 

Ol 

IO 

0 

lO 

c: 

CO 

Ol 

1 

1  1  1 

Ph 

CO 

— > 

1-^ 

Ol 

0  1 

CO 

d 

0 

00 

Ol 

CO 

Ol 

ZZ 

1.0 

Ol 

Ol 

»0 

Tf 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1  1  1 

a 

"-1 

—  1 

0 

CE 


d 

*5b 

o 

cc 

Sh 

© 

£ 


S  w  ... 

$  £  ... 

P  O 

®  '+j  h  (M  CO  ^  lO  O  iO  O  1C 

cr  ^  n  h  (M  co 

s  81  I  I  III  I  III 

nO  o  o  H  (M  M  ^  IC.  c  I.:  C  >C  : 

£  O 


d 

s 


© 

b£ 


L2 


SECTION  V 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pi 

M. 

jlmonary 

F. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on  Register  at 
1/1/51  . 

34 

23 

9 

15 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  for 
first  time  in  1951 

6 

5 

1 

1 

(c)  Number  of  cases  restored  to 
Register  .  . 

(d)  Number  of  cases  added  to  Register 
other  than  bv  notification 

1 

(i e )  Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register  .  . 

3 

4 

8 

(/)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register 

38 

24 

10 
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NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  1951 
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Six  males  and  5  females  were  reported  during  the  year  1951  as  new  eases 
of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  This  is  the  same  total  as  in  the  previous  year.  It 
includes  4  male  and  2  female  cases  discovered  as  the  result  of  the  visit  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit.  As  emphasised  in  my  last  report  the  problem  of 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  Ot.ley  is  bound  up  with  that  of  housing.  Until  an 
improvement  in  the  housing  conditions  of  a  substantial  proportion  of  the 
population  can  be  achieved  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  will  remain  a  danger. 
Bad  housing  conditions  have  to  some  extent  been  mitigated  by  a  reasonably 
good  standard  of  nutrition  ;  but,  should  a  trade  depression  and  unemploy¬ 
ment  cause  a  lowering  of  the  nutritional  standards,  an  increase  in  pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  may  be  expected,  as  it  is  an  infectious  disease  whose  spread  is 
encouraged  by  an  unfavourable  environment. 

One  male  and  one  female  were  notified  for  the  first  time  as  cases  of 
non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

One  male  pulmonary  case  was  restored  to  the  Register  on  returning  to 
Otley  after  being  on  the  resident  staff  at  The  Hospital,  Middleton.  Two  male 
pulmonary  cases  recovered,  one  male  case  died,  and  4  female  cases  left  the 
district.  All  these  have  been  removed  from  the  Register.  In  addition, 
8  female  non-pulmonary  cases  were  removed  from  the  Register,  one  having 
died,  four  recovered,  and  2  left  the  district  ;  while  it  was  discovered  that  ono 
patient  had  been  entered  twice.  The  total  remaining  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  38  male  and  24  female  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  10  male  and  8  female  non-pulmonary  cases. 
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In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  and  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  Mr.  Harwood,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Whitaker,  the  Surveyor, 
Mr.  Pratt,  and  other  officers  of  the  Council.  It  lias  been  a  source  of  encourage¬ 
ment  to  me  that  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  have 
displayed  a  lively  interest  in  the  local  health  services  in  the  district  and  I  am 
grateful  to  them  for  their  support  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  W.  PROCTER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


OTLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1951 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Otley  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  December,  1951. 

•The  detail  which  follows  gives  a  brief  review  of  t  he  work  in  my  sect  ion 
and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  in  your  district  during  my  fourth  year 
of  office. 

As  in  previous  years  every  effort  has  been  made  to  safeguard  public 
health  in  the  area  by  prompt  attention  to  complaints,  nuisance  abatement, 
and  the  control  of  infectious  disease. 

Routine  inspections  of  such  premises  as  bakehouses,  fried  fish  shops,  food 
preparing  premises,  dairies,  shops,  factories,  petroleum  stores,  etc.,  have  not 
been  so  frequent  as  could  be  desired  due  to  pressure  of  other  work  and  the 
need  of  assistance  in  the  department  . 

It  is  gratifying  that  on  the  question  of  assistance  in  this  department  the 
Committee  thought  fit  in  October  of  this  year  to  recommend  to  the  Council 
the  advisability  of  providing  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  was  duly 
considered  and  it  was  decided  to  engage  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  that  he  commence  duty  on  the  1st  April,  1952. 

During  the  year  protective  clothing  was  provided  for  outdoor  workers 
such  as  refuse  loaders,  and  a  new  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  put  in  service 
to  replace  a  worn  out  vehicle. 

Housing  still  presents  a  distressing  problem  and  much  time  has  been 
devoted  to  housing  enquiries  and  the  assessment  of  points  values  in  the  case 
of  applicants  for  Council  houses. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  varied  and  interesting  throughout 
the  year,  and  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  record  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  kindly  support  and  help  during 
1951  and  would  also  add  my  thanks  to  Dr.  R.  A.  W.  Procter,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  to  the  other  Officers  and  Members  of  the  staff  for  their  help 
throughout  the  year. 

The  passing,  early  in  the  year,  of  Councillor  G.  Lambert  (late  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee)  was  very  deeply  regretted  for  he  was  a  very 
able  and  excellent  Committee  Chairman. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  WHITAKER, 


HOUSING 

House  building  progress  during  the  year  resulted  in  the  erection  by  the 
Otley  Urban  District  Council  of  22  permanent  type  houses.  No  houses  were 
provided  during  the  year  by  private  enterprise.  Comparative  figures  since 
1948  are  as  follows 

1948  —  100  houses  provided 

1949  —  56 

1950  —  24 

1951  —  22 

Despite  the  provision  of  202  houses  in  the  four  years  the  housing  applica¬ 
tion  list  is  large  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  still  stood  at  (iOO. 

Continuance  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts,  coupled  with  the  high  cost  of 
repairs  is  no  doubt  directly  responsible  for  many  houses  in  the  town 
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deteriorating  rapidly  to  a  stato  of  dilapidation.  These  premises  are  fast 
becoming  “  slum  clearance  ”  properties  and  may  soon  become  a  liability  to 
the  town.  The  remedy  is  not  easy,  for  in  the  simplest  terms  it  means  (a)  the 
removal  of  restrictive  control  on  the  property  so  that  reasonable  return  for 
repairs  may  be  gained  by  the  owners,  or  ( b )  good  repairs  at  low  cost,  or  (c) 
“  slum  clearance  ”  action  with  the  consequent  rehousing  of  the  “  clearance  ” 
tenants  by  the  Council. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  during  the  year  in  getting  owners  of 
property  to  do  necessary  repairs,  but  again  it  must  be  emphasised  that  the 
Local  Authority  can  only  ask  for  necessary  repairs  to  be  done  or  defects  to  be 
put  right  and  cannot  ask  for  works  of  maintenance  or  improvement.  This, 
then,  in  effect,  means  that  only  “  first  aid  ”  repairs  are  being  carried  out  and 
the  gradual  but  certain  j^rocess  of  deterioration  continues. 

The  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the  area  is  unknown  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy  and  possibly  could  only  be  found  by  an  extensive  survey.  All  cases 
of  alleged  overcrowding  are  investigated.  Legal  overcrowding  as  set  out  in 
the  Housing  Act,  193(5,  is  a  very  distressing  state  of  affairs  because  in  assessing 
premises  for  overcrowding,  living  rooms,  sitting  rooms,  and  the  like  must  be 
counted  as  sleeping  rooms.  However,  the  points  system  adopted  by  this 
Council  sets  a  standard  of  overcrowding  which  is  definitely  to  the  advantage 
of  the  housing  applicant  and  in  cases  of  “  near  ”  or  “  actual  ”  overcrowding, 
secures  for  the  applicant  valuable  points  in  favour  of  Ins  consideration  for  the 
tenancy  of  a  Council  house.  In  this  way  the  measure  of  need  is  determined 
on  which  house  lettings  by  the  Housing  Committee  are  based. 

The  Showfield  hutments  continued  to  be  used  throughout  1951.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  10  hutments  wore  still  in  use. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1951 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4,016 

Number  of  back  to  back  houses  included  in  above  .  .  .  .  172 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: 

(1)  (a)  For  housing  defects  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  585 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  ..  1,118 

(2)  (a)  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  purpose  3 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  houses  considered  to  be  unlit  for 

,  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(5)  Number  of  houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for 

human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  585 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices .  580 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing 

Act,  1936  .  Nil 

( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1 .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ....  .  .  . .  •  •  ■  •  16 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  by  owners  after  service  of  formal 

notices  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  •  •  16 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1 9305 

1.  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  I 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Undertaking 

demolition  orders  were  made. .  .  .  .  .  accepted  by 

Council 
(Sec.  1 1  (3)  ) 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

year  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  Not  Known 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

(r)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

5.  New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year  by 

Local  Authority  (Permanent  type)  .  .  . .  . .  22 

(Temporary  type)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

by  private  enterprise  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949 

Any  action  under  Section  20  (Grants  for  Improvements 

to  housing  accommodation)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  None 

CAMPING  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

All  camping  sites  and  moveable  dwellings  were  visited  during  the  year. 

No  nuisance  was  noted  at  the  authorised  camping  sites.  Two  sites  used  by 

gypsy  families  were  unsuitable  and  action  was  necessary  in  these  instances. 

Clarion  Clubhcme,  West  Chevin. — A  licensed  camping  site  with  provision  for  a 
maximum  of  50  campers.  At  no  time  during  the  year  has  the  camp  been 
used  to  capacity.  Five  moveable  dwellings  are  sited  on  the  camp  (one  old 
bus  body,  a  hutment  and  three  trailer  caravans)  and  are  placed  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  instructions  of  this  Council  at  the  top  side  (by  the  east  wall) 
of  the  camp  field. 

White  House  Farm,  Chevin  Side.  A  licensed  camping  site  with  provision  for  a 
maximum  of  50  campers.  At  no  time  during  the  year  has  the  cam])  been 
used  to  capacity.  The  site  is  without  an  approach  road,  and  is  therefore 
used  for  hutments  only.  There  are  eight  hutments  on  the  camp.  These 
are  painted  green  so  as  to  blend  with  the  natural  colouring  of  the  Chevin 
side. 

East  Busk  Lane — The  Orchard.  The  two  moveable  dwellings  sited  on  this  land 
are  the  subject  of  individual  licences.  The  licences  are  granted  for  a 
period  of  not  more  than  12  months,  renewable  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Council.  One  of  the  dwellings  is  used  for  "  full  time  ”  living  accommoda¬ 
tion  and  the  other  for  summer  time  only. 

Showfield. — A  trailer  caravan  is  sited  on  the  Showfield  and  is  the  subject  of  an 
individual  licence.  Licence  is  granted  for  a  period  of  six  months  only  or 
may  be  terminated  by  the  Counc  il  at  one  month’s  notice.  The  caravan  is 
used  for  full  time  living  accommodation. 

West  Riding  County  Council,  Highways  Dept.  Pool  Road,  and  Yorkgate.  These 
sites  were  used  on  a  few  occasions  by  gypsies.  The  sites  are  not  suitable 
and  are  not  provided  with  water  or  sanitary  accommodation  or  means  of 
disposal  of  washing  water.  Action  was  taken  for  the  removal  of  the 
campers. 


Bridge  End —  Fair  Ground,  Circus,  etc.  The  caravan  dwellers  using  the  Bridge 
End  Fair  Ground  and  the  circus  sites  were  all  provided  with  chemical 
closets  and  made  satisfactory  arrangements  for  water  supply.  Some  little 
difficulty  was  experienced  due  to  misuse  of  the  beck  course  both  by  fair 
and  circus  proprietors  and  patrons,  but  generally  the  site  was  left  tidy  at 
the  termination  of  the  fairs  and  circus  shows.  This  type  of  moveable 
dwelling  is  outside  the  scope  of  licensing. 

NUISANCES 

The  investigation  of  nuisances  and  visits  to  check  on  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  accounted  for  a  total  of  1,416  inspections.  Of  712  nuisances  found 
during  the  year  plus  1)  outstanding  nuisances  from  1950,  716  were  abated 
at  the  31st  December,  1951,  thus  leaving  5  still  to  be  remedied. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  in  16  cases,  all  of  which  were  complied 
with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  legal  action  for  the  abatement  of 


nuisances. 

Informal  Notices  served .  712 

Informal  Notices  complied  with .  691 

Statutory  Notices  served .  16 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  16 

Legal  Proceedings . Nil 

Works  carried  out  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  listed  herewith 

Premises  (Repairs,  Improvements,  etc.) — 

Roofs,  valley  gutters,  flashings,  etc .  9 

Eaves  spouts .  8 

Fallpipes .  13 

Waste  pipes  .  4 

Dampness  remedied .  3 

Wallplaster  . 2 

Floors .  2 

Windows,  frames,  cords,  etc .  8 

Water  supply  provided  or  improved .  1 

Repairs  to  water  closets  .  12 

Tippler  closet  converted  to  washdown  .  1 

Dustbins  provided .  56 

Verminous  houses  disinfested .  8 

Closets  cleansed  or  limewashed .  2 

Dirty  houses  cleansed .  4 

Chimney  stacks,  flues,  pots .  3 

Washing  boilers,  setpots .  1 

Other  repairs  to  houses .  1 

Pavings,  yards  and  passages  .  3 

Walls,  brickwork  and  pointing  .  1 

Ceiling .  1 

Drainage — 

Drains  repaired .  22 

Drains  cleansed  and  stoppages  removed .  392 

Drain  tests .  31 

Inspection  chambers  repaired .  4 

Drains  laid .  6 

Cesspools  emptied .  6 

Soilpipes  and  ventilating  pipes  .  1 

Food  Premises 

Walls,  ceiling,  floors,  etc.,  repaired .  1 


Trades  &  Businesses— Factories— 

Unsuitable/defective  convenience  remedied .  1 

Other  offences  remedied .  2 

General  — 

Premises  cleared  of  rats  or  mice .  51 

Offensive  matter  removed  .  20 

Manure  removed  .  1 

Other  nuisances  abated  .  16 


Total  ...  697 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  water  supply  is  derived  from  March  Ghyll  reservoir  and  from 
Gooselands  Spring  and  Borehole  and  from  Dades  Well.  Throughout  the  year 
this  supply  has  proved  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  control  of  the  supplies  is  maintained  by 
routine  sampling,  bacteriological  samples  being  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  and  the  chemical  samples  to  Messrs. 
Richardson  &  .Jaffe  (analysts),  Bradford.  Check  is  also  kept  on  the  Pie 
value  of  March  Ghyll  water  so  as  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  plumbo- 
solvency. 

Of  6  bacteriological  samples,  2  samples  from  the  rural  supply  Dades  Well 
were  of  doubtful  purity.  These  two  samples  were  taken  soon  after  works  at 
the  source  had  disturbed  the  supply.  Since  the  two  adverse  samples  the 
supply  has  been  satisfactory.  7  Chemical  tests  of  town’s  water  proved 
satisfactory. 

The  Council’s  mains  supply  water  to  3,986  houses  and  30  houses  have 
private  supplies.  The  reason  for  the  retention  of  the  private  water  supply  is 
that  the  premises  are  either  too  isolated  or  at  too  great  a  height  to  be  readied 
by  the  existing  mains  supply. 

One  private  water  supply  has  been  improved  by  re-piping  over  a  different 
course  and  its  bacteriological  standard  is  now  satisfactory.  Sampling  of 
4  other  private  water  supplies  showed  them  to  be  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

No  alterations  have  been  made  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  during  the 
year.  Works  of  extension  of  the  sewer  up  Ellar  Ghyll,  Bradford  Road,  to 
enable  Messrs.  G.  L.  Murphy,  Engineers,  to  install  water  closets  in  their 
factory  are  proceeding. 

Preparation  of  schemes  for  dealing  with  sewage  from  the  north  of  the 
river  are  still  going  on. 

The  total  number  of  closets  in  the  Urban  area  is  4.353,  of  which  4,300  are 
water  closets. 

Sixteen  pail  closets  at  Otley  Mills  (Messrs.  Wm.  Ackroyd)  and  Mill 
Cottages,  were  by  the  installation  of  a  pumping  main  and  the  construction  of 
new  drains  (all  private  works)  converted  to  water  closets. 

30  Houses  in  the  area  are  not  served  by  the  Council’s  sewers  because 
either  they  are  isolated  by  distance  from  the  sewer  or  in  such  a  position  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  connect  them  to  the  sewer. 

The  premises  not  connected  to  sewers  are  in  the  main  catered  for  by  means 
of  pail  closets  or  are  provided  with  cesspools. 

CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION 

The  work  of  infectious  diseases  enquiry  and  the  disinfection  of  premises 
after  removal  of  infectious  disease  cases  to  isolation  hospital  has  throughout 
the  year  received  prompt  attention. 

Forty-four  visits  were  made  for  infectious  disease  enquiry  and  9 
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premises  (18  rooms)  fumigated.  Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  spraying  with 
Formalin  and  then  fumigat  ing  with  Formaldehyde  gas. 

In  addition  2  rooms  and  contents  were  fumigated  on  request  of  the 
occupiers  following  deaths  from  malignant  disease. 

Infectious  disease  patients  from  this  area  were  taken  for  treatment  to 
either 

Seacrofl  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Leeds  ; 

Leeds  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Bradford  ; 

Morton  Banks  Isolation  Hospital,  Keighley  ;  or, 

Thistle  Hill  Hospital,  Knaresborough. 


DISINFESTATION 


Disinfestation  is  carried  out  for  the  ridding  of  premises  of  insect  pests, 
rats  and  mice. 

During  the  year  t  has  been  necessary  to  deal  with  the  following 
infestations. 


Bed  bugs  ( Cimex  Lectularius) 
Cockroaches  ( Blattn  orientalis) 
Fleas  (Pulex  irritans) 

Silver  Fish  ( lepisma  sacchcirina) 

Wasps 

Wood  Lice 

Rats  (Rattus  norvegicus) 

Mice  (Mus  musculus) 


4  infestations 
1  infestation 

1  infestation 
1  infestation 
3  infestations 
1  infestation 
46  infestations 

5  infestations 


Insect  and  kindred  pests  were  dealt  with  by  spraying  and  fumigating 
with  Gammexane  preparations.  In  all  cases  the  treatment  was  successful. 

Rat  and  mouse  infestations  were  dealt  with  by  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  approved  methods  of  poison  bating  and  trapping.  All  infesta¬ 
tions  found  in  the  area  were  classified  as  “  minor,”  there  being  no  “  major  ” 
or  'L  reservoir  ”  infestations  within  the  Urban  area. 

All  services  of  rat  and  mouse  destruction  are  offered  to  the  public  free 
of  charge. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTION 


There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District.  All  slaughter¬ 
ing  of  food  animals  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Public  Abattoir.  Bondgate. 
in  accordance  with  the  Government  Scheme  of  centralised  slaughtering. 
Lender  this  scheme  all  meat  sold  in  Otley  Urban,  Aireborough  Urban  and 
Wharfedale  Rural  Districts  is  dealt  with  at  the  abattoir. 

All  animals  brought  to  the  abattoir  are  (with  very  few  exceptions) 
examined  by  your  meat  inspector  before  slaughter.  After  slaughter  the  car¬ 
cases  and  all  organs  (without  exception)  are  thoroughly  examined  and  all 
unsound,  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  meat  is  rejected. 

During  1951,  the  work  involved  the  examination  of  9,615  food  animals, 
2,380  condemnations,  and  the  rejection  of  33  tons  4  cwt.  3  qts.  0  lbs.  of  meat. 

The  scheme  of  centralised  slaughter,  which  started  as  a  war-time 
measure  in  1940,  and  controls  the  meat  supply  of  the  district  from  the  buying 
of  live  animals  to  the  distribution  of  meat  to  the  butchers’  shops,  still  continues. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  purchases  food  animals  at  the  Cattle  Markets  and 
delivers  to  the  Abattoir.  There  I  have  the  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  live 
animal  as  a  preliminary  to  the  later  inspection  of  the  carcase  and  offals.  The 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  Manager  is  responsible  for  the  supervision 
of  slaughtering  and  dressing.  At  this  stage  it  is  my  duty  as  your  Meat  and 
Foods  Inspector  to  examine  all  carcases  and  offals  and  reject  any  meat  which 
is  unsound,  diseased  or  otherwise  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Sound  meat  is  then  graded  for  quality  by  the  Slaughterhouse  Manager 
and  the  representative  of  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association.  The  meat 
is  then  allocated  to  the  butchers  through  the  Butchers’  Association,  who  are 


then  responsible  for  its  distribution  to  the  retail  butcher,  according  to  his 
Food  Office  permits. 

If  is  pleasing  to  record  that  cordial  co-operation  between  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  the  W.M.S.A.,  the  Butchers’  Association  and  this  Department  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Casual  animals  (subjects  of  sudden  illness,  or  accidents,  etc.)  receive  the 
same  treatment  as  allocated  animals,  except  that  casual  animals  are  not 
purchased  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  until  pronounced  fit  for  food.  All  casual 
animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  are  a  loss  to  the  owner. 

In  addition  to  Ministry  of  Food  slaughtering  private  owners  of  animals 
may  use  the  Public  Abattoir  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  cottager  pigs  and 
non-controlled  food  animals  (e.g.  goats),  for  which  an  “  accommodation 
slaughter  fee  of  two  shillings  per  pig  and  sixpence  per  goat  is  charged. 

During  February  of  this  year  an  outbreak  of  “  Foot  and  Mouth  ”  disease 
in  the  Urban  area  interrupted  normal  slaughtering  arrangements  for  three 
weeks.  Although  not  directly  responsible  for  measures  of  prevention  in  these 
cases,  the  Otley  Urban  District  Council  did  co-operate  with  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  by  setting  up  a  disinfection  chamber  for  the  dis¬ 
infection  of  clothing  and  other  material  likely  to  spread  infection,  and  also 
provided  facilities  for  the  disinfection  of  cattle  wagons. 

Later  in  the  year  swine  fever  was  detected  at  the  Abattoir,  and  in  this 
instance  the  Otley  Urban  District  Council  assisted  the  County  Police  in  their 
duties  by  arranging  for  the  proper  disposal  of  infected  carcases. 

The  casualty  figure  remains  high,  representing  over  22  animals  per  week. 
It  must  be  emphasised  that  the  inspection  of  casualty  animals  calls  for  very 
careful  and  detailed  examination  so  as  to  ensure  that  only  meat  which  is  in 
all  respects  fit  for  human  food  reaches  the  consumer. 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


Year 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Goats 

Total 

By  Ministry  of  Food  ... 

1951 

2,227 

1,357 

5,042 

875 

— 

9,501 

1950 

2,305 

1,583 

6.765 

474 

— 

11,127 

1949 

1,813 

1,2.54 

6,386 

431 

— 

9,884 

1948 

1,809 

414 

5,424 

199 

— 

7,846 

1947 

1,879 

270 

4,991 

61 

— 

7,201 

By  Private  Owners 

15)51 

74 

39 

114 

1950 

107 

5 

112 

1949 

182 

49 

231 

1948 

161 

29 

190 

1947 

121 

46 

167 

Therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1951  the  total  animals  slaughtered  at  the 
Abattoir  was  9,615,  as  against  1  1,239  in  1950  ;  10,115  in  1949  ;  and  8,036 
in  1948. 

The  number  of  casualty  animals  for  the  year  1951  (included  in  the  figures 
in  the  table  above)  was  1,175  made  up  of  222  Cattle,  105  Sheep,  376  Calves 
and  472  Pigs. 

MEAT  DISTRIBUTED  FROM  THE  ABATTOIR 

In  addition  to  home  killed  meat  36  tons  1  cwt.  3  qtrs.  22^  lbs.  of  imported 
meat  and  offals  were  dealt  with  at  the  Abattoir.  This  added  to  the  weight  of 
home  killed  meat  (843  tons  3  cwt.  0  qtrs.  10  lbs.)  gives  a  grand  total  of  875)  tons 
5  cwt.  41  lbs.  for  the  year,  as  against  a  total  of  1,594  tons  2  cwt.  41  lbs.  for  1950. 

The  following  table  shows  the  different  species  of  animals  and  the  number 
of  whole  carcases  or  parts  condemned  for  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases.  :- 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1,809 

418 

1,357 

5,042 

875 

Number  inspected 

1,809 

418 

1,357 

5,042 

857 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

10 

27 

63 

44 

27 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

362 

125 

9 

97 

189 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  and  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

20  01 

36-36 

5-30 

2-79 

24-69 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

14 

25 

1 

Nil 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

128 

73 

Nil 

Nil 

39 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

7-84 

23-44 

■07 

Nil 

5-37 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  FOOD 


Beef  and  Offals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60,197  lbs. 

Veal  and  Offals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,276  „ 

Mutton  and  Offals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,306  ,, 

Pork  and  Offals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,673  ,, 

Goat  and  Offals  ... 

Tinned  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  630}  ,, 

Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  556}  „ 


75,538}  „ 


or  33  tons  14  cwt.  1  qtr.  22}  lbs. 

All  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  are 
stained  green  before  leaving  the  abattoir.  This  precaution  is  taken  to  try  to 
ensure  that  the  condemned  material  is  not  used  for  human  food.  Meat  so 
treated  is  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  approved  contractors  for  conversion 
into  fats,  glue,  bonemeal  fertilizers,  etc. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  1,086}  lbs.  of  food  other  than  butchers  meat  was 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  was  surrendered  to  the 
department  for  disposal.  This  food  was  disposed  of  by  burying  at  the  Ings 
Tip. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

All  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  are  humanely  stunned  by  "Cash 
Captive  Bolt  Pistol  ”  prior  to  slaughter.  The  Council  provide  the  pistols  for 
use  at  the  Abattoir  and  during  the  year  two  were  in  regular  use  and  two  held 
in  stock.  Cartridges  ( 1 }  grain  for  smaller  animals  and  2  grain  for  larger 
animals)  for  use  in  the  pistols  are  provided  by  the  Council  and  recharged  to  the 
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Otley  Butchers’  Association.  Tho  firearms  certificate  for  the  pistols  is  held  by 
your  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector. 

All  slaughtermen  employed  at  the  Abattoir  are  fully  experienced  in  the 
use  of  the  gun,  and  are  duly  licensed  to  perform  the  duty  of  stunning. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  38. 

The  condition  of  the  slaughter  yard  surface  is  such  that  the  larger  animals 
have  a  difficulty  in  gaining  a  foothold  in  wet  weather.  This  is  due  to  the  yard 
surface  near  the  lairage  having  worn  smooth  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be 
corrected  in  the  near  future. 

There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  regarding  the  handling  of  animals 
throughout  the  year. 

REASONS  FOR  CONDEMNATION  OF  FOODS 


Cattle 

Tuberculosis  (Generalised)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20,717  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  (Localised)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,326  ,, 

Tuberculosis  with  emaciation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,287  ,, 

Tuberculosis  with  inflammation  .  .  .  .  .  .  85  ,, 

Tubercular  Adhesions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  ,, 

Mastitis  and  Cirrhosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25  „ 

Cysts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1.023  ,, 

Cirrhosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6,046  ,, 

Wired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  00  ,, 

Johnes  disease  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  1,224  ,, 

Mastitis  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  938  ,, 

Actinomycosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  150  ,, 

Fatty  infiltration  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  413  ,, 

Inflammation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  728  ,, 

Nephritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25  ,, 

Calloused  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39  ,, 

Foot  and  Mouth  contact  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  350  „ 

Fevered  and  badly  set  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,810  ,, 

Necrosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13  ,, 

Gangrenous  pneumonia  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  474,, 

Angioma  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  131  ,, 

Badly  bled  and  Cirrhosis  ..  ..  ..  ..  13  ,, 

Bruised  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2,1 12  ,, 

Emphysemia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16  ,, 

Cirrhosis  and  Necrosis  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  13  ,, 

Jolmes  diseases,  fevered  and  emaciated  .  .  .  .  392  ,, 

Moribund,  fevered  and  badly  bled  ..  ..  ..  1,160  ,, 

Septic  Peritonitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,740  ,, 

Broken  Pelvis — bruised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  258  ,, 

Abscess  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  550  ,, 

Damaged  vertibrae — bruised  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  39  ,, 

Inflammation  and  Cirrhosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  201  ,, 

Fevered,  mastitis  and  emaciation  .  .  .  .  .  .  590  ,, 

Cysts  and  Inflammation.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8  ,, 

Emaciation,  nephritis  and  enlarged  joints  .  .  .  .  498  ,, 

Ruptured  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  .  2  ,, 

Heated — Decomposed  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  52  ,, 

Decomposed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  452  ,, 

Pneumonia  and  Inflammation  .  .  .  .  .  .  9  ,, 

Abscess  and  Cirrhosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  85  ,, 

Fatty  infiltration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  26  ,, 

Collapsed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ■  .  •  .  ■  ■  24  ,, 

Dystokia,  extensive  bruising,  fevered  .  .  .  .  504  ,, 

Inflamed  and  malformed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  ,, 
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Melanosis 

30 

lbs. 

Pneumonia  and  Johnes  disease 

20 

Fatty  degeneration 

90 

Gangrenous  Mastitis 

1,392 

Wired — Septic 

30 

Actinobacillosis 

30 

Broken  jaw — Septic 

30 

>♦ 

Fatty 

39 

Cancerous  Angioma 

13 

Inflammation  and  infiltration  .  . 

18 

Pneumonia.  . 

13 

Benign  Tumours 

8 

Adhesions  .  . 

44 

Congested  .  . 

1 1 

Pneumonia,  urinous  odour  and  general  upset 

condition 

976 

Septic  intoxication 

1,850 

Emaciation  and  badly  set 

522 

Moribund  and  badly  bled 

1,338 

Moribund,  bruising  and  collapsed  lungs 

324 

5  9 

Septic  Mastitis  and  badly  bled 

1,264 

«  9 

Wet  and  badly  set 

38 

Cirrhosis  and  Adhesions 

39 

Thickened  and  Inflamed 

63 

Fatty  Infiltration  and  Nephritis 

.  . 

20 

«  « 

Bruised  and  Inflamed 

40 

.  , 

Carcinoma  .  . 

13 

Urinous  odour 

722 

Moribund,  badly  bled,  septic  intoxication 

568 

60.197 

lbs 

Sheep 

Emaciated  and  badly  set 

617 

lbs. 

Cirrhosis 

40 

Emaciated  and  badly  bled 

36 

Emaciated  and  wet 

121 

Cysts  and  Cirrhosis 

83 

Inflamed  Lung  and  Cirrhotic  liver 

12 

, 

Extensive  bruising  and  badly  set 

63 

Fevered  and  Emaciated 

34 

,  , 

Calloused  .  . 

12 

Inflammation  and  Cirrhosis 

46 

Cysts  and  Fatty  infiltration 

4 

Dystokia  and  badly  set  .  . 

53 

Fevered  and  badly  set 

294 

,, 

Internal  bruising  .  . 

21 

,, 

Inflammation 

17 

Septicaemia 

107 

Moribund — badly  bled 

44 

,, 

Bruised 

96 

Internal  decomposition  .  . 

128 

j  > 

Fatty  infiltration  .  . 

32 

>> 

Wound 

•) 

>> 

Mastitis,  emaciated  and  badly  set 

32 

Mastitis 

i  i 

Immature  and  badly  set 

13 

>* 

Pericarditis 

4 

Broken  limb- — bruised 

12 

>> 

Cysts  . 

o 

2  l 


Emaciated  and  dropsical  ..  ..  ..  ..  120  lbs. 

Abscess  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  41,, 

Pneumonia  and  pleurisy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2.1  ,, 

Pya'inia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  77  ,, 

Deformed,  emaciated  and  badly  set  .  .  .  .  .  .  43  ,, 


2,306  11 

)S. 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  (Generalised) 

,  , 

957  lbs. 

Tuberculosis  (Localised) 

801 

Tuberculosis  and  Cirrhosis 

8 

Tuberculosis  and  Inflammation 

12 

Damaged  .  . 

2 

-J 

Nephritis  .  . 

... 

6 

9  9 

Bruised 

132 

Inflammation 

,  , 

693 

Inflammation  and  Cirrhosis 

386 

Septicaemia 

58 

,, 

Fevered  and  badly  set 

265 

Inflammation  and  congested 

20 

,, 

Attachments 

17 

9  9 

Acute  swine  erysipelas 

.  . 

191 

Swine  fever 

615 

,, 

Pneumonia  and  Cirrhosis 

.  , 

86 

,, 

Broken  limb — bruised 

75 

Acute  erysipelas  with  pneumonia 

.  . 

148 

99 

Septic  intoxication 

477 

,, 

Cirrhosis 

78 

Pneumonia.  . 

10 

9  9 

Septic  Peritonitis  .  . 

255 

99 

Immature  and  badly  set 

16 

9  9 

Emaciated  and  Dropsical 

53 

9  9 

Mastitis 

4 

9  9 

Multiple  Abscess  and  General  Inflammation 

237 

«, 

Pneumonia,  fevered  and  badly  set 

188 

- 

Dislocated  stifle,  infiltration  of  fluid 

60 

,, 

Internal  Abscess  .  . 

30 

Abscess 

75 

Pneumonia  and  Inflammation  .  . 

43 

9  9 

Ruptured  bowel  .  . 

9 

y. 

Rupture 

10 

,, 

Decomposed 

11 

,, 

Rancid 

30 

Pneumonia  and  Emaciation 

38 

99 

Calloused 

31 

,  - 

Septic  Pneumonia.  . 

42 

9  9 

Jaundiced 

361 

9  9 

Inflammation 

.  . 

125 

9  9 

Emphysemia  and  Cirrhosis 

6 

99 

Adhesions  .  . 

10 

9  9 

Pericarditis 

.  . 

.  . 

4 

99 

Fevered  and  badlv  bled  .  . 

,  . 

249 

99 

Collapsed  lungs — badly  set 

.  . 

468 

99 

Spotted  livers 

8 

99 

Congestion  of  lungs 

34 

,, 

Fevered 

•  ■ 

179 

» 

7,073  lbs. 


Calves 


Congested  .  . 

Immature  and  badly  set 
Emaciated  and  badly  bled 
Emaciated  and  badly  set 

Badly  bled  .  .  . 

Immature  .  . 

Husk  . 

F oot  and  Mouth  Contact 
Moribund,  fevered  and  badly  set 
Abscess  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 

Moribund — Decomposed  .  .  ... 

Inflammation 

Septic  Peritonitis,  fevered 

Inflamed  and  enlarged  joints  and  badly  set 

Immature  and  Emaciated 

Pneumonia  and  Fevered 

Inflammation  and  Cirrhosis 

Enlarged  joints — badly  bled 

Johnes  disease 

Inflammation  and  badly  set 

Fevered  and  Emaciated 

Jaundiced 

Moribund  and  badly  bled 
Fevered  and  badly  bled 
Pneumonia.  . 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia  .  . 

Nephritis  .  . 

Extensive  bruising 
Medicine  Taint,  badly  bled 
Carcinoma  and  badly  bled 
Septicaemia 

Internal  Decomposition 

Johnes  disease,  pneumonia  and  inflammation 
Urinous  odour 

Joint  Ill . 

Immature,  Jaundiced  and  badly  set 
Pyaemia 

Immature  and  badly  bled 


Other  Foods 

Tinned  Food — Decomposed 
Corned  Beed — Decomposed 
Biscuits 

Bottled  Fruit  ,,  .... 

Bacon  ,, 

Ham  ,, 

Cake — Mouldy 
Tripe — Decomposed 
Baby  Foods- — Decomposed 
24  Bottles  of  Coffee — Stale 


93 

lbs. 

188 

444 

22*2 

57 

99 

9 

60 

52 

24 

69 

99 

25 

362 

„ 

60 

219 

54 

4 

,, 

55 

99 

10 

99 

153 

316 

141 

9  9 

361 

93 

39 

45 

140 

lbs. 

168 

35 

66 

54 

170 

47 

64 

136 

9  9 

41 

9  9 

100 

» 

4,276 

lbs. 

5301 

lbs. 

42 

•> 

» 

1 1J 
17] 

443! 

» 

25 

” 

8  A 

1.0861  lbs. 


MILK  SUPPLIES 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  also 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949 

The  supervision  of  t ho  distribution  of  milk  is  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  112  milk  distributors  were  registered 
within  the  area. 

Twenty-seven  dealers’  licences  and  eleven  supplementary  licences  wore 
issued  by  the  Council  for  the  retailing  of  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designa¬ 
tions)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  Four  licences  wore  for  the  sale  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  seventeen  for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pas¬ 
teurised)  Milk,  eleven  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  milk  and  six  for  the  sale  of 
Sterilised  milk. 

No  breach  of  the  regulations  was  met  with  during  the  year. 

ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  four  new  regist  rat  ions  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
were  recorded.  Total  registrations  under  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1938,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  25. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  inspect  these  premises  especially  during  the 
summer  season  and  in  all  81  visits  were  made  to  ice  cream  premises. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  premises  were  clean  and  satisfactory  in  all 
cases. 

Itinerate  vendors  have  co-operated  well  with  regard  to  the  provision  of 
cleansing  and  sterilising  apparatus  on  their  vehicles. 

BAKEHOUSES,  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS,  CAFES,  etc. 

Unfortunately  it  must  again  be  recorded  that  these  premises  have  not 
been  so  frequently  visited  as  they  should  due  to  pressure  of  other  work. 
However,  my  appeal  under  this  heading  last  year  for  assistance  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  did  not  go  unheeded.  After  consideration  of  a  special  report  on  the 
work  of  the  department  together  with  a  statement  of  work  in  arrears  the 
Public  Health  Committee  recommended  that  assistance  be  provided  in  the 
department.  As  this  consideration  came  late  in  the  year  it  was  finally  decided 
that  a  fully  qualified  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  be  appointed  and  that  he 
commence  dut  ies  at  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year  1952-53.  It  is  t  herefore 
my  wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  kindly  consideration,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  their  action  will  be  shown  to  be  justified  in  the  future  work  of  the 
department. 

The  cafe  premises  mentioned  in  my  1950  annual  report  which  gave  cause 
for  quite  an  amount  of  anxiety  changed  hands  during  the  year,  and  I  can  now 
report  that  the  premises  are  entirely  satisfactory. 

Arising  from  my  remarks  last  year  about  the  application  of  the  “  Clean 
Food  ”  Byelaws  to  our  market  food  stalls,  the  Committee,  after  consideration 
of  a  special  report  on  the  subject  decided  that  all  food  stalls  should  be  provided 
with  impervious  display  counters,  should  be  covered  at  top,  back  and  sides, 
and  should  be  provided  with  proper  covered  receptacles  for  the  storage  of  offal 
and  waste  prior  to  its  final  disposal.  Prices  for  this  work  were  to  be  obtained 
and  a  suitable  sum  be  put  in  estimates  to  cover  the  necessary  expenditure 
during  the  next  financial  year. 

Coupled  with  this  it  was  decided  that  the  erection  of  new  public  con¬ 
veniences  in  Newmarket  would  provide  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
accommodation  and  washing  facilities  for  the  stallholders. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE  RECOVERY 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  proceeded  throughout  the  year  without 
major  difficulty.  A  service  varying  from  7  to  9  days  was  maintained  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  which  shops’  refuse  was  collected  each  Thursday.  Under  normal 
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conditions  the  refuse  collection  service  would  appear  adequate,  but  sickness 
incidence  and  holidays  tend  to  affect  adversely  the  regularity  of  the  service. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  removal  of  trades’  refuse  from  shops,  business 
premises,  etc. 

Regular  supervision  of  the  refuse  collection  services  and  disposal  points 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

On  one  occasion  it  was  necessary  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee 
the  slackness  of  some  of  the  workmen  in  the  matter  of  time-keeping.  Appro¬ 
priate  action  was  taken  by  the  Committee. 

The  service  comprised  the  following  staff  and  equipment 


Refuse  Collection  One  Karricr  Bantam  7  cu.  yards  refuse  vehicle  fitted  with 
salvage  trailer  with  driver  and  three  loaders  for  No.  1 
district  east  of  Kirkgate. 

One  Karricr  Bantam  7  cu.  yards  refuse  vehicle  fitted  with 
salvage  trailer  with  driver  and  three  loaders  for  No.  2 
district  west  of  Kirkgate. 


Refuse  Disposal  Two  men 
Salvage  Recovery  One  man. 

A  total  of  11  men  and  2  vehicles. 

Refuse  collection  vehicle  Karrier  No.  I  was  replaced  during  the  year 
with  a  new  Karrier  Bantam  refuse  collection  vehicle.  Apart  from  a  little 
trouble  with  the  tipping  gear  this  new'  vehicle  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Wages  and  conditions  of  the  workmen  are  in  accordance  with  the 
National  Union  of  Public  Employees  trades  union  rules.  The  working  week  is 
44  hours  and  the  week  is  spread  over  five  and  a  half  days  in  winter  and  over 
five  days  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  Protective  clothing  provided  for  the  drivers, 
loaders  and  tipmen  includes  waterproof  sou’  wester,  jacket,  leggings,  Wellington 
hoots  and  leather  gloves. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  2,473  loads  of  refuse  was  collected.  This 
represented  a  weight  (estimated  from  actual  weights  of  check  loads)  of  4,573 
tons,  the  result  of  165,691  visits  to  premises  and  8,408  vehicle  miles  running. 

Ings  Tip  continued  to  be  used  for  the  disposal  of  refuse. 

In  July,  1951,  the  Public  Health  Committee  visited  the  Ings  Tip.  Pool 
Road,  and  as  a  result  of  the  visit  certain  works,  materials  for  use  on  the  tip 
and  improvements  were  authorised.  Not  the  least  important  was  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  an  extra  man  on  the  tip  so  that  two  full-time  tip  men  were  made 
available  and  the  man  who  was  part-time  tipman  and  part-time  salvage  baler 
could  devote  his  whole  time  to  salvage  recovery. 

The  Committee  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  from  the  County  Eire  Service 
twenty  lengths  of  fire  hose  for  use  on  the  tip.  In  case  of  fire  on  the  tip  it  was 
necessary  to  contact  the  local  branch  of  the  County  Fire  Service  and  gain 
permission  to  borrow  hose,  then  transport  the  hose  to  the  tip  before  any 
fire-fighting  could  begin.  Consequently  the  fire  may  have  reached  such 
proportions  as  to  present  a  dangerous  situation,  but,  with  the  provision  of  our 
own  firefighting  equipment  suitably  stored  on  the  tip  site  immediate  action 
can  be  taken. 

,  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Committee  at  a  later  date  to  install  a  fire  hydrant 
on  the  tip  site.  This  is  of  necessity  a  long  term  policy  because  of  the  difficulty 
in  obtaining  iron  water  mains. 

A  certain  amount  of  interference  with  the  tip  has  been  experienced 
during  the  year,  despite  the  maintenance  of  warning  notices,  hut  the  trouble 
has  not  been  so  acute  as  in  previous  years. 

In  addition  to  the  disposal  of  household  refuse  at  Ings  tip  contractors 
working  in  the  area  are  allowed  to  deposit  builders  and  contractors’  refuse. 
No  charge  is  made  for  this  service. 

The  salvaging  of  waste  paper,  metals,  rags,  carpet  and  string  continued 
throughout  the  year. 
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Paper  salvage  proved  extremely  profitable  and  at  one  period  the  fantastic 
price  of  £25  per  ton  was  being  received  for  selected  waste  paper. 

All  our  salvaged  paper  was  disposed  of  under  contract  to  Messrs.  J. 
Shaw  &  Sons,  Bradford,  who  have  on  all  occasions  given  the  Council  good 
service. 

The  disposal  of  other  salvaged  articles  was  not  easy  and  in  particular  no 
market  could  be  found  for  the  "  uneconomic  ”  scrap  (old  dustbins,  cisterns 
and  other  light  metal  articles).  In  an  attempt  to  tidy  up  the  tip  area  con¬ 
sideration  was  given  to  the  flattening  of  the  uneconomic  scrap  so  as  to  make 
this  metal  easier  to  handle  and  possibly  saleable.  However,  the  Council  were 
spared  the  expense  of  this  work  when  a  broker  offered  to  take  the  scrap  as  it 
was  if  he  could  have  it  free.  This  was  agreed  and  consequently  the  tip  area 
was  cleared  at  no  cost  to  the  Council. 


The  income  from  salvage 

during  the  year  1951 

was  £1,278 

13s.  2£d 

,  made 

as  follows  :- 

Tons  Cwts. 

Qtrs. 

Lbs. 

£ 

s.  cl. 

Waste  Paper 

.  .  83  3 

3 

- 

1,232 

6  1* 

Scrap  metal 

4  3 

- 

— 

14 

10  6 

Rags 

.  .  -  10 

2 

10 

21 

3  4 

Carpet 

10 

i 

10 

5 

2  6 

Sacking  .  . 

.  .  —  5 

2 

14 

4 

4  5 

String 

•> 

0 

21 

1 

1  10 

Bones 

. .  -  i 

1 

0 

4  6 

88  18 

o 

o 

5 

£1,278 

13  2J 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  town  are  cleaned  at  least  twice  per  day 
(including  Saturday  and  Sunday),  but  even  this  has  failed  on  occasion  to  avoid 
the  unpleasantness  of  intending  users  finding  disgusting  and  insanitary 
conditions. 

Much  wilful  damage  has  been  done  to  the  buildings  and  fittings.  It  is 
regrettable  that  a  certain  section  of  the  community  has  so  little  regard  for 
public  property. 

Situated  as  this  town  is,  on  the  through  road  east  to  west  for  the  popular 
holiday  resorts  on  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  coasts,  the  halting  of  holiday 
coaches  in  the  town  emphasises  the  inadequacy  of  the  public  sanitary 
accommodation. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  erection  of  new  sanitary  conveniences  in  Newmarket 
will  do  much  to  meet  the  demand  especially  during  the  holiday  season. 

Full-time  attendants  at  the  new  conveniences  should  provide  a  means  of 
keeping  the  conveniences  at  all  times  in  a  decent  state  and  also  check  attempts 
at  vandalism. 

FACTORIES 

The  number  of  factories  within  the  Urban  District  is  86,  of  which  76  are 
factories  with  mechanical  power  and  10  without  mechanical  power. 

In  factories  without  mechanical  power  the  Local  Authority  is  responsible 
for  inspection  and  supervision  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature, 
ventilation,  drainage  of  floors,  sanitary  conveniences,  and  means  of  escape  in 
case  of  fire  as  defined  in  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

In  factories  with  mechanical  power  the  Local  Authority  is  responsible 
only  for  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire.  Other  matters  in  power  factories  are  the  concern  of 
H.M.  Factories  Inspectors. 

Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  :- 
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Number 

on 

Register 

Numbe 

r  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sees.  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

0  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

10 

16 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  ( 1 )  in  which  Sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  .  . 

76 

52 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

86 

68 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were 

found 

Referred 

Number  of 

Particulars 

cases  in 
which 

to  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspec- 

Inspec- 

prosecutions 

tor. 

tor. 

w^ere 

• 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(S.l) 

Unreasonable  tem- 

perature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventila- 

i 

i 

— 

— 

— 

tion 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Convenien- 

ces  (S.7)  unsuit¬ 
able  or  defective 

19 

19 

Ot  her  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  outwork) 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

27 

27 

Fifty-five  persons  were  employed  on  outwork,  6  of  whom  were  employed 
in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  and  49  were  carding  and  packeting  of 
buttons  and  miscellaneous  goods. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

Thirty-eight  premises  were  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit  and 
mixtures  during  the  year. 

Petroleum  spirit  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  is  defined  as  a  product  of 
petroleum  or  mixture  containing  petroleum  which  when  tested  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  or  under  the  Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928,  gives  off  an 
inflammable  vapour  at  a  temperature  of  less  than  73  degrees  Fahrenheit. 
Carbide  of  Calcium  and  Cellulose  mixtures  are  included  in  the  definition  of 
petroleum. 
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The  whole  of  the  licences  issued  allow  for  t  lie  storage  of 

29,800  gallons  of  petrol. 

575  gallons  of  cellulose  solution. 

1()8  pounds  of  calcium  carbide. 

No  breach  of  the  Act  was  met  with  during  the  several  visits  of  inspections 
made  to  these  licensed  premises. 

Every  facility  was  afforded  me  on  three  occasions  when  the  testing  of 
underground  tanks  was  deemed  necessary. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year  1(»  visits  were  made  to  retail  shops  under  the  above  Act. 
Three  defects  were  found  and  remedied  as  shown 

Defective  water  closets  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


HACKNEY  CARRIAGES 

Eight  Hackney  Carriage  licences  were  granted  during  the  year  and 
seventeen  Hackney  Carriage  Driver’s  licences  were  issued. 

All  vehicles  are  first  inspected  by  the  West  Riding  Constabulary  for 
mechanical  soundness  and  licences  are  withheld  until  a  certificate  of  suitability 
is  received. 

Drivers  must  satisfy  the  West  Riding  Constabulary  as  to  their  driving 
capability  and  a  certificate  of  suitability  must  be  received  by  this  Authority 
before  a  licence  is  granted. 

There  are  no  byelaws  in  force  in  the  District  for  the  control  of  Hackney 
Carriages,  nor  is  there  a  specified  taxi  rank  within  the  Area.  The  Council 
prescribe  the  fares  to  be  charged  and  the  method  of  arriving  at  the  charge. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Seven  smoke  observations  were  taken  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  which 
one  letter  of  caution  was  issued. 

In  the  Urban  Area  no  byelaw  exists  for  the  determination  of  smoke 
nuisances,  consequently  in  order  to  gain  some  standard  the  Council  declared 
by  resolution  that  “  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  a  chimney  of  any 
building  other  than  a  private  house  for  more  than  two  minutes  in  any  period 
of  thirty  minutes,  shall,  until  the  contrary  is  proved,  be  deemed  to  be  a  smoke 
nuisance.” 

A  soot  deposit  gauge  for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  is 
stationed  in  the  Nursery  Gardens,  Westgate,  and  thanks  are  due  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  Nursery  Gardens  for  permitting  the  use  of  this  land  for  the 
purpose  of  siting  the  gauge.  Throughout  the  year  there  was  no  interference 
with  the  apparatus.  The  site  is  rejDresentative  of  the  “  industrial  ”  part  of  the 
town,  but  even  so  the  pollution  figures  compare  favourably  with  other 
townships. 

The  gauge  collecting  bottle  is  changed  monthly  and  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  analysed  by  Messrs.  Richard  &  Jaffe,  Bradford. 

Sulphur  pollution  measurement  is  achieved  by  exposing  a  prepared 
surface  of  lead  peroxide  to  atmosphere  for  one  month.  Analysis  of  the 
prepared  surface  after  exposure  determines  the  amount  of  sulphur  deposited 
per  day  on  the  prepared  surface.  This  apparatus  is  also  sited  in  the  Nursery 
Gardens,  Westgate. 
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The.  records  from  the  soot  deposit  gauge  are  listed  hereunder 
Rainfall  Tons  per  square  mile 


Month 

(Mill.) 

Total 

Total 

Total 

Insoluble 

Soluble 

Solids 

January  .  . 

74 

3-28 

6-77 

10-05 

February 

82 

6-53 

8-38 

14-91 

March 

84 

4-72 

8-66 

13-38 

April 

36 

4-79 

4-36 

9-15 

May 

1 18 

1-47 

719 

8-66 

June 

21 

7-40 

2-72 

10-12 

July 

62 

4-44 

10-09 

14-53 

August  .  . 

121 

5-65 

7-37 

13-06 

September 

62 

2-44 

8-17 

10-61 

October 

77 

3-35 

9-23 

12-26 

November 

138 

2-41 

15-50 

17-92 

December 

70 

6-57 

10-69 

15-76 

Smoke  and  suspended  matter 

in  the  atmospl 

lere  is 

measured  by  the 

volumetric  method  in  which  a  volume  of  atmosphere  is  filtered  and  measured 
and  the  filter  stain  compared  with  a  prepared  shade  card.  This  apparatus  is 
set  up  in  the  Council  Offices,  North  Parade.  The  filter  paper  is  changed  every 
24  hours. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  ambulance  hut  at  Wharfemeadows  continued  to  be  maintained  by 
the  Council. 

During  the  holiday  season  and  at  week-ends  during  summer  members  of 
the  St  Ithn  Ambulance  Brigade  attend  at  the  hut  to  render  first  aid  to 
casualties  on  Wharfemeadows  Park.  The  service  is  well  used  and  much 
valuable  work  has  been  done  by  the  ambulance  workers. 

Six  first  aid  boxes  are  maintained  by  the  Council  at  the  following  points  in 
the  District. 

Bradford  Road — opposite  Duncan  Avenue  ; 

Manor  Square — on  wall  of  Royal  White  Horse  Hotel  ; 

Bridge  End — on  end  wall  of  Bridge  Avenue. 

Maypole  Square — wall  of  cottage  top  of  Garnett  Street. 

Pool  Road — on  park  wall  opposite  cemetery. 

Leeds  Road — end  of  Pearsons’  Buildings. 

These  are  inspected  regularly  and  replenishments  made  as  necessary 

MORTUARY  ACCOM  MOD  ATI  ON 

The  mortuary  was  used  14  times  during  1951.  A  set  of  post  mortem 
instruments  is  available  on  loan,  for  use  at  the  Mortuary,  Pool  Road,  to 
authorised  persons  on  application  to  the  Sanitary  Department. 

The  mortuary  is  cleansed  regularly  as  a  routine  procedure,  and  is  attended 
daily  when  in  use  and  thoroughly  cleansed  after  use. 
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